Tiie Reports of County Lunatic Asylums constitute a class of medical literature to which we have for two or three years past desired to call the attention of our readers, as a promising source of information respecting the state and progress of opinion relative to the treatment and management of the insane and to the pathology of their malady. In our wish to fulfil this task earlier, we have, however, been disappointed, owing to the defective condition of our collection of such reports. To remedy this defect, we have for the few past years requested, by notice in these pages, to be furnished with these annual returns by the authorities of the several asylums of the country, and our request has, we would thankfully acknowledge, been acceded to on the part of a few with pretty (instant regularity, but on the part of the majority, in a fitful, irregular manner. Of few asylums, therefore, are we able to follow out the history, to form any accurate notion of the movements of their populations, or to deduce any statistical results from them.
The appearance of medical reports, penned by the resident superintendents of county asylums, is due to a requirement of the Lunacy Acts, calling for an annual return of admissions, discharges, and deaths, specifying recoveries and such other particulars as the medical officer may choose to add.
The official meagre details will therefore form the substratum ot asylum reports, and not many years ago, such was all that was supplied by many of our public institutions for the insane, the whole being comprised, along with the returns of receipts and of 64-xxxii.
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expenditure, the cost of board, clothing, &c., on a sheet of paper. Such barren and brief reports have of late years been replaced by others on a larger scale, and now each county asylum publishes an annual pamphlet, vai'ying much in bulk and in the character and value of the contents, the cost of its publication being chargeable to the county rates.
The oldest attempt to render an asylum report something more than a calendar of admissions, discharges aud deaths, of It may be objected that we mistake the object of asylum reports; that they are not addressed to the profession principally, but primarily and especially to the committees of visiting justices, who require to be informed by their superintendents of all those minor details in the everyday operations of the institutions, and have no concern with medical observation and inquiry. If these be their only object and purpose, it would save much cost to the county rate-payers, if such reports were never put in print, but were simply entered on the written records of the establishments. As it is, we apprehend many reports conceived in this spirit make a rapid transit from the printers' shop to the waste-paper basket. But [Cct.
Our readers will gather from the foregoing remarks that, though there is much useful information contained in the reports annually issued from the fifty or more county asylums of this country, it is little available and for the most part sacrificed in waste. Moreover, these reports, considered as the selected vehicles of the superintendents for recording their observations and opinions, cannot be considered "satisfactory records of the medical experience and advancement in professional knowledge that should accumulate and flow from a number of such magnificent institutions for the sick as our English lunatic asylums.
